CAUSES OF THE WAR
had been too great an accumulation of motives
and of tensions; the drama had to be played out.
They had conjured up the devil, and could not
but let him wreak his will."
"And yet," I rejoined, "you yourself have
written that the unscrupulousness of the Euro-
pean governments before the war was a disgrace
to mankind. As late as July 1914 you were still
exclaiming: 'Abasso la guerraP I know that only
fanciful ideologists will complain of you for
changing your views. One who throughout those
multifarious happenings remained consistently
of the same mind only showed himself to be a
man in whom fixed ideas prevailed notwith-
standing the power of realities. What really con-
cerns us to-day is to understand the motives of
those who made the war. Yesterday Marchese X.,
one of the negotiators of the Peace of Versailles,
informed me that hunger was the main reason
why Italy entered the war, for your country, he
said, was in this respect troubled far more than
Greece by the British fleet. At first there was no
interference with the food supply of Greece."
Laying his arms on the table, Mussolini leaned
forward. This is his combative attitude, but when
he assumes it he is collected and resolute, self-
controlled and clear-minded.
"The motive of hunger," he said, "played its
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